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Synopsis

"We will go to America!"lt is 1868, and Carl Erik’s family faces starvation in Sweden. As their hopes
fade, they must endure a journey over land and sea to reach a better life in a new country

thousands of miles away.
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Customer Reviews

The Long Way to a New Land and The Long Way Westward are companion books that chronicle a
family’s journey from their Swedish farm, which is suffering from an extended drought, to a new
home in Minnesota. The books describe the difficulty and dangers of the journey in a way that is
non-complaining and full of optimism for a new life in America. Teachers, these books are wonderful
for integrating with other subjects and topics, such as immigration, westward expansion,

steamships, trains, geography, and American life in the 1860s.

Oh my gosh! | am so excited to have found this book! | used to read this when | was in grade
school. (I am now 27.) | remember checking it out of the library on a regular basis along with

'Wagon Wheels'. | love the illustrations as well. I'm buying them both A.S.A.P.!



The Long Way to a New Land is of the series, "An | Can Read Book." On the back, suggested age
is to 4 to 8, and | believe that is quite accurate, on the upper ages the child reading independently
and on the lower ages as a read-aloud by the parent. The family in the book leaves a bleak
existence in Sweden for new hope in America, based on a letter of encouragement from relatives
who already had made the treacherous journey across the ocean. We follow the family through the
journey, ending the book at arrival in the new land. For those interested, this family’s saga continues
in "The Long Way Westward." The pictures in Long Way to a New Land are dark blacks and grays,
very little color, obviously suggesting the gray existence of the family. Unfortunately, it also means
they are not easily seen, nor interesting, to the child reading the book or being read to. This is
unfortunate, as it seemingly takes away some of the enjoyment of the book for the child, at least my
children. | have used this twice now with 1st graders. The story itself is somber without being
depressing, and interesting without being too long or detailed for a young child. | continue to think
this is a good resource for the younger ones studying immigration to America during the early 19th

century.

I’'m a third-generation American, so | used this book to help my kids understand the immigration of
their great-grandmother, especially relevant since we just spent Christmas with her. The time frame
is earlier than Gramma'’s trip, but the desperation and the determination were right-on.I thought this
book did a great job describing some scary things without totally freaking children out. And yet, my
kids clearly understood how out-of-control the parents in this story felt all through their journey.The
reading level is just right for this book -- excellent level 3 reader.ps -- it's so nice to read an early

reader that isn’t about Thomas the Train, Tinkerbell, or Star Wars!

This book is about a family that didn’t give up.We think this book has good description and details. It
is emotional because it shows how things happened. The author gave good reasons about why they
needed to move to America. The illustrations were good too.We wished there was more detail about
the boat ride, we would like to know what they did on the ship. At the end, the book stopped short.
We wanted to know more about their lives once they landed in America!We would recommend this
book for kids learning about people moving to America, but maybe not for a fun weekend book. It is
a good level for 2nd graders, and maybe some 1st graders. If kids are learning about far away

countries and the world it would be helpful.This book is long, but not too long.



We ordered this for use in our 3rd grader’s literature class. It is a wonderful depiction of the story of
one family’s journey to America. | know that it provided for my son an understanding of the cost of

coming to America, along with the rewards of being an American citizen.

My son loves this book and it was a great way to take and share the family photos of our family

when they came form Sweden to America.

| can’t really rate this since it was a gift to my grand daughter. will have to check with her when we

talk next time.
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